Newt sums up 
first 100 days 


on OT e t,me 


WASHINGTON <AP) - In a prime 
time prerogative normally reserved 
for presidents, House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich declared Friday night the 
Republican “Contract With 
America” was only a be g i nnin g, and 
summoned the nation to help “totally 
remake the federal government.” 

In a nationwide televised speech 
from his Capitol office, Mr. Gingrich 
said the time had come “to balance 
the federal budget and to free our 
children from the burdens upon their 
prosperity and their lives.” 

The architect of last fall’s Repub- 
lican takeover in the House, Mr. 
Gingrich added, “The government is 
out of touch and out of control. It is in 
need of deep and deliberate change.” 

Democratic leaders responded 
sharply from an elementary school 
classroom in suburban Virginia. If 
Republicans get their way, said 
House Democratic Leader Richard 
Gephardt of Missouri, some kids 
won’t get school lunches next year. 
“Republicans cut them to favor tax 
breaks for the wealthiest Ameri- 
cans,” he said. 

Added Senate Democratic Leader 
Tom Daschle of South Dakota: 
Republicans “have shown their true 
loyalties: to the forces of privilege 
and power who need no help, and 
deserve no special favors.” 


Earlier in the day, speaking to 
newspaper editors in Dallas, Presi- 
dent Clinton pledged to work with 
Republicans, but said “I have no 
doubt” there will be some vetoes, as 
well. 

Mr. Gingrich’s speech was the 
final act of a 94-day drama in which 
the new Republican majority 
brought 10 major bills to the floor of 
the House and passed nine of them. 
The list included a tax cut, changes in 
the welfare and civil justice systems, 
tougher crime measures and a 
balanced budget amendment to the 
Constitution. Only a proposal for 
term limits failed in the House, and 
when it got to it in his speech, Mr. 
Gingrich shrugged and said “we 
failed.” 

The Georgia Republican’s address 
also marked the first time a 
congressional leader of either party 
had received network coverage for a 
prime time address to the nation. 
CBS, CNN and CSPAN were televis- 
ing the 30-minute speech, while NBC 
and ABC were sticking with their 
regular programming. 

The silver-haired Georgian 
perched casually on a desk as he 
spoke, with an American flag serving 
as a backdrop. His normal rat-a-tat 
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speech was slowed for his millions of 
listeners. 

In his speech, Mr. Gingrich offered 
few policy proposals, although he 
said one congressional office b uilding 
would be sold, and at least one park- 
ing lot privatized. Hearings will be 
held this summer on a plan to create 
a “flat tax” to replace the income 
tax, he promised, and health reform 
will be passed so people changing 
jobs can’t lose their insurance. 

For the most part, his speech was 
designed to lay the foundation for the 
coming battle to balance the budget 
over the next seVen years. 

“I am here tonight to say that 
we’re going to open a dialogue, 
because we want to create a new 

partnership with the American 
people, a plan to remake the 
government and balance the budget 
that is the American people’s plan - 
not the House Republican plan, not 
the Gingrich plan, but the plan of the 
American people,” he said. 

An estimated $1.2 trillion must be 
cut from planned spending over 
seven years to wipe out the deficits, 
and a fierce battle is expected in 
Congress this summer and fall. 

Republicans are expected to pro- 
pose major changes in Medicare and 
sharply scale back spending from 
dozens, if not hundreds, of federal 
programs. As, many as four Cabinet 
agencies may be targeted for extinc- 
tion, including Commerce, Energy, 
Education and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 
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